


Getting the data from here…



… to here



DAFOR 
for Himalayan and orange balsam



m2

For Japanese knotweed, water fern, New 
Zealand pygmyweed, parrot’s feather and 

creeping water primrose



Number of plants
For giant hogweed 

and American skunk 
cabbage
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The Solution- Living Record



www.livingrecord.net





Add a point or a linear stretch marker



Adding a record – select the species



Adding a record – select the scale



Seeing stretches on the distribution map

Himalayan balsam



Finding areas that still need to be surveyed

Himalayan balsam



An overview of the work done

Himalayan balsam



Instantly treat new sites

Japanese knotweed



Other advantages
•Motivates surveyors
•Brilliant tool to use with 
landowners

Distribution maps



All verified data downloaded by Local 
Record Centre for GIS mapping



Over 
2,000 records 
submitted by 
9 surveyors 

over 
300km

in 
3 counties 

all formatted 
consistently!

It works!



Planning at a 
catchment scale

Detailed River Network courtesy of the 
Environment Agency



Background…

LivingRecord.net
Online Environmental Recording

• Running since 2010
• “Grass roots”

 
project

• For recorders by recorders
• 300,000 records for 5,000 different taxa
• Guided by the Dorset Environmental Records Centre
• Initial funding from the Patsy Wood Trust



Data entry – using Google Maps…

LivingRecord.net
Online Environmental Recording

• Locations
 Add markers to the map…
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LivingRecord.net
Online Environmental Recording
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Why Living Record works…

LivingRecord.net
Online Environmental Recording

For the recorder:
• Free personal records system
• Maps are fun!
• Shared distribution maps
• Download personal records to Excel
• Respects personal privacy



Why Living Record works…

LivingRecord.net
Online Environmental Recording

For local groups and LRCs:
• Local verification
• Local data flows
• Immediate feedback on local projects
• Strong sense of local “ownership”
• Co‐operation and team‐building



Source to Sea

LivingRecord.net
Online Environmental Recording

The Legacy: Spin‐off Surveys
• Bristol Region
• Upper Rother
• River Blackwater
• River Bure ‐

 
almost
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Source to Sea

LivingRecord.net
Online Environmental Recording

The Legacy: Linear Stretches
• Transects
• Roadside verges
• Romsey canals – bat survey



Source to Sea

LivingRecord.net
Online Environmental Recording

What next?
• Record details of management actions
• Map distribution changes over time
• Map the effects of management



Source to Sea

LivingRecord.net
Online Environmental Recording

The Vision
• Empower local groups to

 ‐
 

map, manage and monitor invasive plants
 ‐

 
take ownership and responsibility

• Now ready to support new projects across the 
 country



Citizen Science – who is it for?

LivingRecord.net
Online Environmental Recording

Do the citizens…
• Collect data for the scientists?

 Why would they?
• Become the scientists?

 How do we empower them?

What are the rewards for the citizen?



Thank you

Sam Stork – Source to Sea
Tel: (01380) 725670
Email: 

 sams@wiltshirewildlife.org

Adrian Bicker –
 

Living Record
Tel: (01202) 694113
Email:
adrianb@livingrecord.net

Follow us on Twitter
@WiltsRivers
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