
Increasing awareness of the 

impacts of invasive geese in the 

RINSE region

Kim De Bus

RINSE final conference

23 September 2014, Norwich 



Inagro



3

Rinse 

region 

in 
Europe



4

Meest 

versteende 

regio van 

Europa



5

Link met 

verstening: 

sterke 

level of 

invasion



6

# worst INS registred/country



Observations in Flanders

• Problems caused by invasive summergeese

• How to manage invasive summergeese

• Responsibilities (wie doet wat)

• Legislation

• Fragmentation >  Different visions > Different 

actions

• But also: cross-border dispersal movements



Needs 

• Coordinated (management)vision and -
services

• Communication platforms (bringing together 
different stakholders)

• Training programmes

• Communication materials

Why? 



Problems caused by invasive 

geese

• Damage to agriculture (economical effects)

• Damage to nature (ecological effects)

• Damage to recreation (nuisance, …)













Training & 
Awareness

• Identification INS 

• Controlling INS

• Informing about controlling actions & 
legislation

• Contact information of local assistance 
organizations



Approach

• Local platformmeetings

• Local ratcatcher committees

• Trainings for ratcatchers

• Trainings for hunters

• Several communicationmaterials



Local platform meetings

• 6 regional meetings (1x/jaar)

• Focus: invasive summergeese

� Listing problems & bottlenecks 

� Implement approaches

� Evaluate approaches

� Adjust approaches

� Report to policy makers



Local platform meetings

• Local authorities

• Farmers

• Hunters

• Rat catchers

• Nature organizations





Communication 
materials for 

different 
audiences

• Local authorities

• Farmers

• Hunters

• Rat catchers

• Nature organizations



• Implementation of 
controlling species 
in West-Flanders

• All local authorities 
with summergeese 
problems





Results in West-
Flanders

• Provincial vision INS

• Provincial platform for exotic species

• Elaboration provincial Faune Plans

• Seminars, demonstrations, … about INS



Communication 

for public support

• Articles for local papers, blogs on website, 
professional press, …

• Focus wtv pricking eggs

• _ 



Photo’s & graphs

• http://www.eea.europa.eu/

• RATO, INBO, Inagro

Questions


