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Invasive Alien Species in Europe

The problem: rate of invasion of alien species is increasing, and so are the associated 
 costs to society, the economy and biological diversity



CBD hierarchical approach to IAS

Prevention

Early detection and rapid eradication

Long-term control and containment 

Importance of surveillance for early 
detection



GB Non-Native Species Information Portal



About 2000 established 
alien species in GB



Tracking the harlequin ladybird



…more than 50 000 records 
received by the UK Ladybird 
Survey



Spread of the Harlequin ladybird
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2007-2008
2005-2006
2003-2004



Large-scale impacts



Recording Invasive Species Counts

Harlequin Survey

RISC 
6 species

RISC + ALERT 
21 species



RISC extended to ALERT
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Recording Form

Verification Form
BRC and others Verifier
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1. Record submitted
2. Alert email
3. Record reviewed
4. Record sent to verifier
5. Verifier replies
6. Record updated



ALERT E-mail
Alert_nonnative@ceh.ac.uk





RISC records





Citizen science perspectives



Define project aims



Identify and understand target participants



Design the scheme



Promote and publicise 



Provide feedback



Analyse, interpret and respond



Share data



Review and adapt



Future invaders...?
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Future invaders...?

Consensus approach to Horizon-Scanning
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Summary

Monitoring and surveillance 
are essential components of 
IAS management

Sharing resources and 
sharing data

Collaboration and 
communication is critical



COST TD1209 - Alien Challenge

...to facilitate enhanced knowledge gathering and 
sharing through a network of experts, providing 
support to a European IAS information system 
which will enable effective and informed decision- 
making in relation to IAS

http://www.cost.eu/domains_actions/fa/Actions/TD1209
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